Neutrons expand the field of structural biology.
Neutron protein crystallography aids the identification of all the hydrogen atoms in biological macromolecules and has helped to establish hydration patterns in proteins. Recent technical innovations, such as the development of the neutron imaging plate, have made it possible to shorten the prohibitively long amount of time required to collect a full diffraction data set. These instrumental advances have been applied to Laue diffractometry, as well as to more conventional data collection techniques, such as those using monochromatized neutron beams.